VALUE

Value: how light or dark something appearsto be.

Value is measured form low to high. Low means very dark and high means very light. A pictureis said to
bein akey, much like music. If apictureisvery light it is considered a high key picture; if it is very dark,
itisalow key picture.

Which one of
these paintingsis
executed in a
high key and
whichoneisina
low key? How
do you feel
looking at each
painting?
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A value gradient isastrip of values ranging from low to high. There can be an infinite number of values
on agradient. When seen from afar this gradient will represent afade from dark to light. Thisfade is the
foundation of shading for dimensionality. Thisiscalled shading or rendering.
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Vaue can be represented using any tool which will make a mark. One can create value using a pencil or a
pen. One can create value with color. Yes, colors have value aswell. Isthere adifferencein value
between a purple sweater and ayellow one?

Pointillism: Cross hatching:
using small Superimposing
dotsto create two or more layers
value or blend of linesto create
color. value or blend
color.
Creatinga .
value Creatinga
gradient by value
blending gradient with
graphite color




Create value gradientsin each of thefollowing strips. Usea pencil and atortillion in thefirst and a
pen (pointillism) in the second. Thethird gradient should befilled with cross hatching color
pencils. Render thecircle and the heart shape dark at the edges and light towar dsthe center




